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The Cities of Refuge, applied to Chriſt, 


ITo the Little Flock of Pious 
{ Sours, belonging to Back-Lane, 


DosLIN. 


Waterford, March 6th, 1762. 
| My dear Brethren and Siſters in the Lord Feſus. 


Am once more conſtrained to write you a few 
lines, as well to acquaint you that I received 
your ſincere acknowledgment, relating to the 
| ſcatter'd thoughts contain'd in my laſt letter, 
which was to me as the incenſe of a ſweet-ſmelling 

av:ur and highly acceptable, as alſo agreeable to 
your defire, do breath out a few ſentences, which I 
ray the Lord God to accompany with his moſt Ho- 

A 2 


ly 


141 


ly Spirit, that they may tend to your ſecret comſort 
and chriſtian Edification. 


Laſt Lord's Day, I experienced ſome ſweetneſs 
and enlargement in ſpeaking from theſe words,” Heb. | 
vi. 18, 19, 20. Who have fied fer refuge to lay bold | 
upon the bope ſet before us: which bo pe we have as an | 
anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedſaſt, and which | 
entereth into that within the vail, &c.----Here I uſed 
my endeavours to demonſtrate that Chriit is the alone 
Refuge for all Penitent Sinners, namely all that are 
awakened to their imminent danger, and who are | 
enlighten'd to ſee their loſt and undone tate, as well | 
thro? actual as original fin. Chriſt our Refuge is | 
referred to the Cities of Refuge under the Law, 
which we read of in Joſhua Ch. 20th. Three were 
on this ſide Jordan, and three on the other ſide. 
. Theſe were appointed an Aſylum by God for the 
Man- ſlayer, that he might flee into one of them 
from the Avenger of Blood, The Man-flayer, 
I humbly apprehend, to be an emblem of ſinners in 
general; the Avenger of Blood may juſtly repreſent } 
law, juſtice, and whatſoever is formidable to our | 
ſouls. The Man-ſlayer, to haſten his flight, muſt 3 
beforehand be thoroughly convinced that there is a } 
Place of Safety, a City of Refuge; he muſt alſo 
be ſenſible of his crime and guilt, or elſe he would 
never make an attempt to eſcape thither for pro- ? 
tection and ſafety, As he runs he is oppreſſed with 
fears, which is attended with a bodily langour, leaſt | 
the Avenger of Blood in purſuit ſhould be cloſe} 
at his heels, and conſequently ſeize upon him as his 
lawful captive, before he cou'd get into the City of 
Refuge, and lay hold upon the Hope ſet before him.--- | 
There was inſcribed in large Characters upon the 
: Yates of the city, Refuge, Refuge; and all obſtacles 
in the roads or avenues leading thereto were removed 
out 


the longer we dwell u 


i 3; 


out of the way, and the cities were ſituated either 
upon high eminences or. mountains, that they might 
be diſcern'd at a diſtance, and become perſpicuous to 


all men. 


Now, my dear friends, what do you think of the 
above account ; I am apt to imagine that you have 
made the application already, and that it is needleſs 
for me to make any further enlargement, but then 
as divine Truths are not like old ballads or unprofi- 
table Fables, conſequently the more we ſpeak and 
them, the more ſweet and 
palatable they will ſavour to our Taſtes. There 
is ſomething alluring and engaging in the ways of 
God, to a child of God; he is renewed and parti- 
cipates of a more intimate communion with his 
Maker; he is made more lively and experienc'd, by 
the exerciſe of his graces and the addition of fre 
ſupplies from the inexhauſtible Fountain of living 
Waters. I mention not theſe particulars by way 
of information or inſtruction, but purely with an in- 
tention that you may take a retroſpe ctive view of 
the dangers you have eſcaped, and recal to your 
memories the invaluable bleſſings you have received 
thro* the Wounds of your Redeemer.-----You alt 
have fled for refuge to Jeſus Chriſt ; you ſaw the 
brandiſhing of the Sword of Juſtice over your 
heads, which was ready to pierce your intrails and 
drive you before its point to eternal ruin and perdi- 
tion.----- You ſaw that you were under the curſe of 
the Law, having tranſgreſſed againſt the purity 
thereof, in thought, word and deed----You were 
compelled to cry out Day 6 Guilty ; you. were then 
directed by the unerring Spirit of the Living God 
to the City of Refuge; you fled to the bleſſed Jeſus 
to be ſaved from the wrath to come ; you had re- 
courſe to Him as your only Refuge, and when you 
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41 
came to Him, far from being diſappointed in your 
expectations, you met an aſſemblage in Him of all 
that is truly Great and Omnipotent, as Grace, 
Truth, Mercy, and Salvation; and then Free Grace 


was the ſweet ſubject of your ſong. Refuge, 
Refuge ! This is a powerful cry to the Avenger of | 
Blood | It all as one ſays, Stop! Stop] See ! See 
Refuge! Refuge here! Touch him not. Let 
Law, Juſtice, Wrath, and Curſe, take to them 
wings and flee away, he is beyond their empire, 
The Som hath made bim free, he ſhall be free indeed. 
The ſinner then, upon cool reflection, and from the 
extacy of a grateful heart, cries out, I am Saved! 
I am Saved! I narrowly eſcaped with my life from 
the Fire and Brimſtone that was ſhower'd down up- 
on Sodom. My lot has fallen unto me in a pleaſant. 
place. While I ſojourn in this Vale of Miſery, 1 
will exult and triumph in Free Grace. I am an 
example of the Power and Efficacy of my Saviour's 
Blood and Atonement. Let the Avenger of Blood 
purſue ſome other path, He has no power to injure 
2 Veſſel of Mercy. 


The Three Cities on this fide Jordan, are as fol- 
lows : viz. Kedeſh, Sbecbom, and Hebron ; they 
were upon three different mountains, at equal dif- 
tances, to picture unto us the plainneſs of the Goſ- 
pel, and the condeſcending Love of Chriſt to poor 
penitent heavy-laden Smners, that all may experi- 
mentally know, fee, and ſpiritually feel the Truth, 
as it is in Jeſus. K-deſb was upon Mount Nephtali. 
Kedeſh ſignifies Holineſs, and the Mount upon 
which it ſtands, ſignifies Mreſiling; ſo that Chriſt 
is made unto us Holineſs as well as Righteouſneſs ; 
and I think I may very well venture to ſay, that 
there is an imputed Heolineſs, as well as an im- 
puted Righteouſneſs ; and conſequently, they who 
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are ſavingly brought to Chriſt by Faith, have their 
hearts purified, their inward man Changed and Re- 
newed, they are brought from under the power of 
Sin, and the condemnatory power of the Law; 
they are made more than Conquerors, and become 
Victorious upon the Mount of Wreſlling. The 

people of God are Mreſtlers; they agonize with 
their God for His Bleſſings, namely, for His illu- 
minating Grace and Diredlion, for the Aſſiſtance 
of His Spirit, and for His chearing Preſence 
and Love, ſhed abroad in their Hearts. They 
take the Kingdom of God with Violence: They 
wreſtle againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: They are a 
boy Generaticn, a ro, Pri:fthood, an boly Nation, 
a peculiar People, The next City is Shechem, 
This City is upon Mount Ephraim. Shechem, ſig- 
nifies Portion, and Ephraim, Fruitful. The Lord 
Jeſus is the Portion of all Believers ; He is their In- 
heritance and Invaluable Portion in ſo eminent 4 
degree, that they entirely caſt their cares upon Him, 
as knowing that He is infinitely ſufficient to anſwer 
all their neceſſities, and ſupply all their wants, be 
they ever ſo many, perplexing or vexatious. A due 
conſideration of the Bleſſings that flow from our 
Immanuzl, is a motive Mighty thro' God, to make 
a Rebellious People fincerely Zealous, and Fruitful 
in Works of Faith, and to the Pulling down of 


ftrong bolds, and to the bringing all thoughts to the 


Obedience of Chrift. O that in theſe Days, many 
more were truly fix'd upon the Mount of Epbraim / 
be next City is Hebron, upon Mount Juda 
Hebron, ſignifies Fell-wſhip, and Juda, Praiſe. 
Thoſe that are in Chriſt, have Fellowſhip with the 
Father and the Son, and that by the Operations of 
the Spirit, in the exerciſe of His Ordinances, and 
other means, in which He beſtows His Grace upon 


them. 


1221 

them. Theſe have Fellowſhip not with the Un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, but with the Saints 
who are called out of Darkneſs into His Marvellous 
Light. Fellowſhip cannot ſubſiſt without Love and 
Union, for Union is the cauſe and the original of 
our Souls Communion with our God; and each 
other. This is being upon the Mount, indeed; 
conſequently, they who are happily ſituated upon 
Mount Nebo or Juda, cannot but Praiſe and Exalt 
Him for ſuch unmerited favours received, and the 
purport of their ſong is, Bleſſed be the Lamb, for He 
hath redeemed us unto Himfelf. 


I ſhall make no obſervations upon the Cities on 
the other ſide Jordan : Our remarks upon the pre- 
ceding, will anſwer our purpoſes full as well. Who- 
ever 15 in Chriſt, is a partaker of theſe Bleſſings. 
I muſt own, there are many evils daily occur to 
pull us down from Mount Juda; but none greater 
than our Corrupt Nature and Unbelief. Now the 
Unclean Leper who is wy ſenſible of theſe cala- 
mities, will without loſs of time flee to Chriſt for 
Holineſs, Fruitfulneſs, Fellowſhip, and Praiſe, for 
the Spirit of Praiſe, for Refuge and Safety. And 
he that thus cometh unto Him, He will in no wiſe 
caſt out. I remember a ſtory that is related of 
one of the Heathen philoſophers : As he was walk- 
ing out, he took particular notice of a little bird 
who was cloſely purſued by a hawk, and when he 
was almoſt in the talons of his enemy, he fled for 
ſafety into the boſom of the Philoſopher ! Ah! ſaid 
he, and didſt thou flee unto me for Refuge ? 1 will 
not harm thee, thou ſhalt receive thy uſual liberty. 

uſt ſo it is with poor Souls, who are tenderly em- 
braced in the Arms of their Redeemer, upon their 
coming unto Him, Weary and heavy Laden. 'The 
tenderneſs of Chriſt's Heart, His Pity and Com- 
paſſion 
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before a Phariſee, 
ner to him, the Phariſees will uſe their utmoſt rhe- 


— CY 


191 


paſſion to thoſe who are truly of broken and contrite 
hearts, and who lie humbled in the duſt at His 
Feet, is indeed wonderful and amazing! This man 
T receiveth ſinners, ſaith the Phariſce : True He does 
3 ſo: And bleſſed be His Holy Name for the fame : 
Publicans and Harlots will enter into the Kingdom 


Send a wretched Samaritan ſin— 


toric to convict and ſtone ſuch a delinquent, but the 
bleſſed Jeſus will reply, He that is without fin among 


vou, let bim firſt caſt a ſtone at her; but they con- | 


victed in their own Conſciences will ſhamefully retire 
one by one, and then out of His unbounded Mercy, 
He will fay to the guilty Criminal, I condemn thee 
not, go and fin no more. There is no condemnation 
to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus; their Huſband 13 
their Maker, their Surety and their Friend. 

* 


There are many more truths couched in the words 
of the Text. The Soul is compar'd to a Ship, 
and Hope to an Anchor. The Soul, is the Ship; 
Grace, is the Ballaſt; the Helm, is the Will; the 
Sails, Heavenly Affections, Faith and Love; the Pi- 
lot, is Chriſt ; the Sea, is this World, where we 
are expos'd to a Multiplicity of Dangers; the 
Rocks and Quickſands are Errors in Judgment and 
Self. righteouſneſs; and Pirates or Sea Robbers, are 
the Temptations of the Devil, which are continually 
aſſaulting us as with fiery darts, and warring againſt 
the ſoul, The World is pav'd with Snares, and 
innumerable Evils,, ſuch as Perfecution, Croſſes, 
Afflictions, Unbelief, Hardneſs of Heart and Pride, 
with many others, but bleſſed be God, Chriſt is our 
Pilot, moſt Wiſe, moſt Stilſul, moſt Tremendous, 
and moſt Powerful | The Blackeſt Clouds and the 
Thickeſt Darkeſs cannot obſcure us from His Sight! 
Darknels and Light are both alike unto Him. I 
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will be Our Guide unto Death; and the Bleſſed 
(i Gale that wafts us on our Voyage is the ſweet Infla- 
Us ence of His Pure and Holy Spirit. The Port we 
[it] are bound to, is the Harbour of the Heavenly ge- 
| ruſalem, and our hope like an anchor, is ſteadily 
i tix'd upon the Beech, that is bordering upon the 
1 Haven of everlaſting joy and repoſe, and immediate- 
| | ly enters into that within the vail, See Levit. xvi. 
15. The Blood of the Sin Offering was to be 
ſprinkled within the Vail of the Temple, which 
| | ſeparated between the Holy of Holies and the body 
| of the Temple. 'The Blood was to be ſprinkled 
| both upon the Mercy Seat, and before the Mercy 
14 Seat. Analagous hereto, our Faith applies and our 
| Hope lays hold upon the Blood and Merits of our 
Saviour, who is entered into Heaven in our Nature 
and our Name, and there cauſes the 'Throne to be a 
Throne of Mercy, being ſurrounded with His 
Blood. If poor ſinners ſtand in a ſuppliant poſture 
before the Throne, there is Acceptance, there is 
Peace, Love, and Mercy ſeated there for their Sup- 
port, and this Hope like an Anchor is ſtayed upon 
Chriſt as upon a Rock, which will preſerve us ſted- 
faſt and unſhaken, let the hurricane be ever ſo Vio- 
| lent or Tempeſtuous. In the world we may be toſ- 
| ſed, ſtricken and wounded, but never deſtroyed, 
1 for we are kept tbre'ꝰ faith, by the prwer of God unto 

| 
| 


| eternal ſalvation. This Hope purifies the heart; it 
. is a lively Hope, a good Hope thro' Grace, the na- 
4 tural effect of a Renewed and of a Regenerate State. 
4 All its expectations are upon ſure Foundations, 
which are God's unchangeable Love, Truth, Faith- 
fulneſs, Oaths, Promiſes, and Atonement, Heb. 
vi. 17. You may ſee the vaſt difference there is 
between the Hope of the Hippocrite and the Sin- 
j cere Chriſtian : Ihe Hope of the Former is built 
þ | upon the Sand, but the Hope of the latter * ar 
OC 
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leſſed Nock of Ages. The one is unrenewed and ſolely 
| nfle- depends upon a Self-Righteouſneſs, a Merciful God, 
t We und a future Amendment of Life; but the other 
* ſtakes his all upon a reconciled God in Chriſt, in- 
, "y dependent of the Works of the Law. 

| the 
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I ſhould rejoice if I could afford you any help or 


aſſiſtance in this or any other way, and I would 


o be the rather exert myſelf at this ſeaſon, upon this ac- 

hich -ount, that a Deadneſs of late has invaded the 

7 Churches in general. Ah! my dear friends, did 
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you but duly weigh and conſider that lamentable 
ircumſtance, you would then prize the Conſolations 
ou enjoy more highly, and praiſe the Lord God, 
who is ſo remarkably good and gracious to you with 
ore exalted and grateful hearts. 


Bleſſed be God there is ſome Revival abroad. 
wenty five perſons were baptiſed at Frome near 
Bath laſt ſummer. A Welfb miniſter baptiſed For- 
ty four ſince May laſt, and many went thro? that 
Holy Ordinance at Briftol. A juſtice of the Peace, 
a Negroe and a gentleman of one of the univerſities 
ere baptiſed in Philadeſphia, and as many more as 
ade up fourteen in three months; and who 


eq, an tell, but in time ſuch agreeable intelligence 
% may be received from you, yea even you who now 
5 It FWhink yourſelves Deſpiſed and Forſaken. Conſider 
na. : 


ite. 


Zion is called, ſought out, and may the Lord Jeſus 
eek out many among You. My chriſtian love to you 
all. Pray for me that I may be made uſeful in 
hriſt's Vineyard, wherever He may caſt my Lot, 


bo am, dear Friends, your poor unworthy Brother 
* m Chriſt, our Common Redeemer, 
ba H PHILIPS. 
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Ira is we doctrine of free gricits | 
To firiners, that they may be ſaints : 

A joy ful ſound of royal gifts, . CY 
To obviate onbelieving ſhifts: As Wo 
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Courting vile ſinners, ev'n he chief, 

It leaves no cloak for unbelief; . REY 

But ev'n on groſs Manaſſelu calls, 16 

On Mary Magdalens and Sault. * 88 
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"Tis good news of a fountain ope 


For /n and filth; a door of beg. 


For thoſe that lie in blood and gore, + 
And of a ſalve for ev'ry fore. - — 7 
Glad news of freedom to the bound, | 
Of fore all loſſes to found ; j | 
r e 
need. 


And preſent belp in 


Glad news of joy to thaße that weep, 


— tender care of cripple ſheep ; 
Her to the foul purſu d, 
nd cleanſing to the helliſh-bew'd : 


is eving faith to faithleſs ones 4 


t-ſoft'ning grace to fligty ſtones FS 
ardon 5 a guilty crew, 


mercy free, whergtwrath was due. 5 25 
Good news of 'welc uind to all, Ore TE 
That tome to Fefus, this call; n | 
Vea, news of druwin f poto' r, when wait 
To thoſe that fain ome, and care 
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